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the whole distance was 55, 5d., or $1.30 for 100 miles,
which, In comparison with the scale prevailing" in other
parts of the world for similar accommodation, was absurdly
cheap. The Chinese at first regarded the railway with
childish delight, those who could afford the expense
travelling to and fro for the mere pleasure of travelling".
Consequently, it is not surprising that the railway soon
established itself in popular favour. Indeed, resentment
from the earliest days had proceeded only from the upper
classes; the peasants hailed it with unfeigned pleasure.
Accordingly, as railway expansion set in, any opposition
that was encountered was fostered by ignorant, affected,
wealthy interests. After Li-Hung-Chang became a staunch
friend of the new means of travel, he established his own
ways of dealing with opposition, which were peculiarly
Chinese. On one railway which he supported, traffic was
interrupted frequently by displaced rails and sleepers.
When he, in his official capacity, sought to ascertain the
reason for such disturbance, he was informed that it was
due to the spirits, who resented its intrusion. He made no
reply to this ingenuous reply, but hinted that if he caught
the spirits interfering with the line, it would go hard with
them. Needless to say, no further trouble was experienced
on that line in regard to breaks in the track*
Within the past few years several momentous railway
undertakings have been carried to successful conclusion,
and to-day there Is feverish activity in covering the empire
with the iron thread on every hand. Foremost among these
enterprises are the Shanghai-Nanking, the Pekin~Kalganf
and the Canton-Kowloon lines. Railways, indeed* are
being driven through the country by various interests and
nations, including British, United States, Belgian^ French,
Portuguese and German* In fact, there is spirited com-
petition among the various powers to bring about the
complete conquest of the Celestial Kingdom by the iron
road,
Although the initial venture in regard to introducing the
railway into China had been so disastrous, Messrs, Jardine,
Matheson & Company were by no means deterred. They